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public safety. It will cut wait times for 
both passenger and commercial vehi-
cles in half. It will greatly improve air 
quality in the neighboring community. 
It will improve aesthetics with new 
L.E.D. lighting, landscaping, and pub-
lic art. 

This plan will improve our region’s 
growing economic relationship with 
Canada, leveraging $30 billion in com-
merce and over $200 billion in economic 
activity, supporting over 1 million 
jobs. This plan is long overdue. It is a 
plan that our community deserves and 
a gateway that is worthy of the prom-
ise and potential of our future in Buf-
falo and western New York and our re-
lationship economically and otherwise 
with the great country of Canada. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in the wake of yet another mass 
shooting in this country to ask the 
House of Representatives to summon 
the courage to actually do something 
to prevent the next terrible tragedy. 

Last evening we held a moment of si-
lence on this floor, and what I fear is 
that, again, that moment of silence 
will be followed by days of silence by 
this House, by weeks of silence by this 
House, by months of silence by this 
House on the very question of gun vio-
lence in this country. 

There are things we can do to move 
past the typical partisan response: the 
legislation that I and three others 
crafted, bipartisan legislation, to regu-
late these terrible bump stocks that 
could have prevented the tragedy in 
Las Vegas from being as bad as it was. 

Other things we can do that we agree 
on: closing the background check loop-
hole, making sure that if you are too 
dangerous to fly on an airplane, you 
can’t buy a weapon. 

These are the things that Congress 
ought to take up and that the Amer-
ican people have every right to expect 
us to act upon. 

Let’s do something. 
f 

REPEAL THE 2001 AUMF 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask Speaker RYAN for a debate and a 
vote on our endless wars. It has been 16 
years since Congress first passed the 
2001 Authorization for Use of Military 
Force. At that time, of course, I knew 
then it was going to be a blank check 
to encompass conflicts all around the 
globe, and I couldn’t vote for it. 

It has been used for operations in 
Niger, Syria, Libya, Somalia, and 
many other countries. It has been used 
to justify the war against ISIS, which 
did not exist, of course, when this 
AUMF was first written. 

Simply put, the 2001 AUMF has be-
come a blank check for any President 
to wage war, anytime, anywhere, any-
place, without the consent of Congress. 
In 2016, the Congressional Research 
Service documented 37 times it had 
been used in an unclassified report. 
Now, in 2018, it has increased to 41 
times. 

The Constitution is clear: Congress, 
not the White House, is tasked with 
the solemn responsibility to declare 
war. 

We have turned a blind eye to these 
conflicts. They have spiraled out of 
control. Today a bipartisan group of 
Members, the Progressive Caucus and 
the House Freedom Caucus, will be 
hosting an ad hoc hearing to demand a 
debate and vote on these ongoing wars. 

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. We 
need to repeal the 2001 AUMF and, yes, 
give at least 8 months while the cur-
rent one is in place to debate and vote 
on a new AUMF. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Ms. BARRAGÁN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, how 
many people must die for Congress to 
act and address the severe epidemic of 
gun violence in America? 

We were devastated by the massacres 
in Newtown; Las Vegas; Orlando; and 
most recently in Parkland, Florida. On 
the Hill today are the courageous stu-
dents from the Parkland high school, 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas. They came 
to Washington with one message: for 
Congress to take action now on gun vi-
olence. 

Action doesn’t mean holding mo-
ments of silence. Action doesn’t mean 
tweeting thoughts and prayers. Action 
means passing meaningful legislation, 
like the overwhelming majority of 
Americans are pleading with us to do. 

We should start by banning weapons 
of war, like the AR–15 and high-capac-
ity magazines. We should allow the 
CDC to once again research the causes 
of gun violence that can better protect 
our communities. And we should also 
act to pass legislation to require uni-
versal background checks. 

Yesterday, Democrats filed a motion 
to force a vote on universal back-
ground checks. Not a single Republican 
has signed on to the motion. I implore 
my Republican colleagues to sign up to 
call for action because inaction means 
that more people will die and more 
families will grieve and our students 
will continue to feel unsafe. 

f 

HONORING BILLY GRAHAM 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
privilege today to rise to honor the life 
of America’s pastor. Last week we 

mourned the loss of Reverend Billy 
Graham, who passed away at the age of 
99 in his beloved home of North Caro-
lina. 

As one of the most influential pas-
tors of the 20th century, Reverend Gra-
ham traveled the world to spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to millions of 
people. In fact, he preached to more 
people than anyone who has ever lived. 

As a young man, I have very fond 
memories of my family all coming to-
gether to sit in front of the television 
to watch Reverend Graham’s crusades. 
His message of God’s love, mercy, for-
giveness, and justice deeply influenced 
not only me but also many in our Na-
tion’s history. In today’s day and age, 
we desperately need another Billy Gra-
ham to give hope to a deceived, con-
fused, and hopeless populace. 

Reverend Graham preached the 
truth. He lived it. And we know that 
the truth will set us free. But more im-
portantly, Billy Graham has heard the 
words from the Savior of the world: 
Well done, my good and faithful serv-
ant. 

Billy Graham will be sorely missed, 
but his memory will live on in the 
hearts and minds of those millions of 
people he helped. And as Billy Graham 
would say, all glory be to God. 

f 

b 1115 

NATIONAL ANTI-HUNGER WEEK 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, this is 
National Anti-Hunger Week. The 
United States is the richest nation on 
Earth. We are a land of abundance. And 
yet millions of people in our country 
go to bed hungry every single night. 

They are called food insecure, but 
what it is is that they are hungry, and 
programs like the food stamp program, 
the SNAP program, have enjoyed bi-
partisan support for decades because 
great leaders, people like George 
McGovern, Bob Dole, Ted Kennedy, 
Jack Kennedy, and people like Jake 
Javits, said that we have a moral obli-
gation to combat hunger in the United 
States. 

What we need to do is to strengthen 
the SNAP program, not sabotage it. 
This administration’s new proposals to 
implement strict work requirements 
are a thinly veiled attempt to throw 
people off of the program. 

The vast majority of SNAP recipi-
ents already work if they can. USDA’s 
most recent data shows that work 
rates have been increasing year after 
year. 

The food box proposal is an attack on 
the dignity of the families that have 
fallen on hard times. Undermining 
SNAP will not eradicate hunger. It 
throws many Americans into deep pov-
erty and desperation at times when 
they need support the most. 

Food insecurity affects veterans, 
working families, children, workers, 
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the unemployed, and seniors. It is 
about lifting people out of poverty. It 
is about supporting our economy. It 
works for households with children. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM TODAY TO 
THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that when 
the House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 1, 
2018. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY, 
MARCH 1, 2018, TO MONDAY, 
MARCH 5, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that when 
the House adjourns on Thursday, 
March 1, 2018, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday, March 5, 2018, when it shall 
convene at noon for morning-hour de-
bate and 2 p.m. for legislative business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1865, ALLOW STATES 
AND VICTIMS TO FIGHT ONLINE 
SEX TRAFFICKING ACT OF 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on 
Rules, I call up House Resolution 748 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 748 

Resolved, That at any time after adoption 
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1865) to amend 
the Communications Act of 1934 to clarify 
that section 230 of such Act does not prohibit 
the enforcement against providers and users 
of interactive computer services of Federal 
and State criminal and civil law relating to 
sexual exploitation of children or sex traf-
ficking, and for other purposes. The first 
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with. 
All points of order against consideration of 
the bill are waived. General debate shall be 
confined to the bill and shall not exceed one 
hour equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on the Judiciary. After general 
debate the bill shall be considered for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. It 
shall be in order to consider as an original 
bill for the purpose of amendment under the 
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the 
Committee on the Judiciary now printed in 
the bill. The committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against the com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute are waived. No amendment to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a 
substitute shall be in order except those 

printed in the report of the Committee on 
Rules accompanying this resolution. Each 
such amendment may be offered only in the 
order printed in the report, may be offered 
only by a Member designated in the report, 
shall be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report 
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject 
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a 
demand for division of the question in the 
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All 
points of order against such amendments are 
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of 
the bill for amendment the Committee shall 
rise and report the bill to the House with 
such amendments as may have been adopted. 
Any Member may demand a separate vote in 
the House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a 
substitute. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, for the purpose of debate only, I 
yield the customary 30 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
SLAUGHTER), my friend, pending which 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on House Resolution 748, currently 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I am pleased to bring forward this 
rule on behalf of the Rules Committee. 

The rule provides for consideration of 
H.R. 1865, the Allow States and Victims 
to Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act of 
2017. The rule provides for 1 hour of de-
bate equally divided and controlled by 
the chairman and ranking member of 
the Judiciary Committee. The rule also 
provides for a motion to recommit. 

In addition to an amendment offered 
by the chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, the rule makes in order amend-
ments offered by Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of 
California and Ms. JACKSON LEE of 
Texas. 

Yesterday, the Rules Committee re-
ceived testimony from numerous Mem-
bers, including Mr. MARINO, Ms. JACK-
SON LEE, and the legislation’s sponsor, 
Mrs. WAGNER. 

In addition to consideration at the 
Rules Committee, the legislation was 
marked up at the House Judiciary 
Committee last year. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot think of any 
crime more debased than when one per-
son forces a fellow human being into 
sexual slavery. 

Through many pieces of legislation 
that the House considered this year, we 
have been fighting to rid our commu-
nities of sex traffickers and the an-
guish they leave in their wake. Today, 
we have the opportunity to pass an im-
portant piece of legislation that will 
further this fight by ensuring that we 
hold websites that turn a profit by aid-
ing sex traffickers accountable. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
the committee for its hard work on 
this legislation, but also, more, impor-
tantly, I would like to thank the legis-
lation’s author, Mrs. WAGNER, for her 
tireless efforts in championing this 
bill, which extends both compassion 
and justice to trafficking victims. As a 
result of her efforts, the legislation we 
consider today will empower law en-
forcement, State attorneys general, 
and, most importantly, victims to fight 
against the sex trade and its predators. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation would 
give Federal, State, and local prosecu-
tors the tools they need to hold 
websites and their operators account-
able for supporting the sale of sex traf-
ficking victims. Specifically, it would 
create a new Federal statute with in-
creased penalties for promoting sex 
trafficking online and would amend 
section 230 of the Communications De-
cency Act to permit State authorities 
to prosecute operators of trafficking 
websites for criminal acts. 

In consideration of this legislation, 
we must also reflect on why this legis-
lation is necessary. 

Section 230 of the Communications 
Decency Act was created to ensure 
that websites would not be considered 
the publishers of, and thereby held re-
sponsible for, the content that actually 
originated with a third party. The stat-
ute was never intended to shield 
websites that profit by creating a mar-
ketplace for sexual slavery, like 
Backpage.com, from facing the legal 
consequences of their criminal enter-
prises. 

Nevertheless, some websites have 
successfully invoked the section 230 
immunity provision despite engaging 
in actions that venture far outside the 
scope of those envisioned by the stat-
ute. The authors of the Communica-
tions Decency Act did not imagine that 
wicked men and women would turn 
vulnerable young people into sexual 
commodities and then say, ‘‘Let’s pro-
tect those predators.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, no law condones such 
sexual exploitation, and no law should 
be manipulated to condone such abuse. 
With the addition of Mrs. WALTERS’ 
amendment, this legislation strikes the 
important balance of preserving sec-
tion 230 of the Communications De-
cency Act for law-abiding websites, 
while ensuring that bad actors can no 
longer hide behind a misused statute. 

This legislation will ensure that our 
society continues to protect the inno-
cent and punish those who seek to prof-
it from their sexual enslavement. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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